The supply of mussel seed is critical for the continued development of industrial mussel 2 cultivation, traditionally located in areas where mussel spat are readily available (Mason 3 1976) . Direct seed gathering from shorelines is the method mostly used by farmers 4 (66% of mussel seed employed). However, several studies recommend mussel seed 5 from artificial collectors, since their previous adaptation to permanent submersion leads 6 to higher growth rates when subsequently transferred to the raft (Babarro et al. 2000) . were covered with jute to facilitate the sampling of recently settled larvae. When new 5 ropes were hung, the previous ones were sampled (6 x 2 cm of jute material) to identify 6 the first larval settlement event. Samples were taken in triplicate when the first larval 7 settlement event occurred and preserved in 70% alcohol until laboratory processing. The 8 mussels were detached from the jute using dilute bleach and ultrasonic bath treatment, 9 then washed, dried at 80ºC and counted using a binocular microscope. observed allow four homogeneous groups to be established (Fig. 1) 2 ) with ropes hung for 11 and 27 days. 5 6 Figure 2 shows the settlement density on ropes submerged between 12 and 80 days prior 7 to the first larval settlement event in 2007. As for the 2006 data, four homogeneous 8 groups can be established (Fig. 2) . The ropes hung for more than 46 days showed 9 significantly higher settlement densities (13.1±1.64 indiv. cm -2 ) than the other ropes. 10
Similarly, the ropes submerged between 27 and 40 days showed significantly higher 11 densities (4.9±0.04 indiv. cm -2 ) than the 19 day ropes (3.6±0.92 indiv. cm 
